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The Fifty-eighth Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts 
Department, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War _ was 
opened at 10 a.m, by Department Commander Frederic Gilbert 
Bauer. Past Counselor Sidney L. Brown acted as Guide. 


At roll call the Counselor, Patriotic Instructor, Organizer 
and Inpector were reported absent. The Patriotic Instructor 
arrived shortly after. 


Publicity, Wilfred H, Libbey, was appointed temporary 
Guard. 


The Encampment Committees were announced by Depart- 
ment Commander Bauer as follows: 


Restoration of Rank: G. E. Hunt, 67; E. L. Sweetser, 62; 
L.E, Winchell, 80; L. D. Hobson, 88; and A. B. Howland, 50. 


Officers’ Reports: A. A. Quinn, 81; C. H. E. Moran, 60; 
F. L. Kirchgassner, 56; E. C. Webster, 89; F. A. Sandland, 17. 


Press: W. H. Libbey, 127; H. M. Drown, 13; G. W.- 
Kimball, 81; F. Rhodes, 95; R. B. Porter, ‘15. 


Credentials: TL. HH, Palmer, 79; H. P. Shepardson, 15; 
L. E. Howland, 97; N. Rice, 2; Allan King, 148; A. ‘E. Free- 
man, 11; E. G. Wells, 9; F. P. Hawes, 35; J. B. Farrell, 74. 


Resolutions: H. F. Weiler, 79: C. A. Parker, 30; C. A- 
White, 48; F. S, Bolton, 46; F, H. Brock, 65. 


Reports were read by: 
Commander — Frederic Gilbert Bauer 
Senior Vice Commander — John W. Emery 
Junior Vice Commander — Rev. Scott C. Siegle 
Secretary — Leon H. Palmer 
Chaplain — Rey. George Hibbert Driver 
Patriotic Instructor — Guy Richardson 
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be taken approving the institution of an Executive Committee, 
and that consideration be given to enlarging tne committee, so 
as to make it more representative and with a certain continuity 
in membership. Such a committee can do much to insure a 
The Credential Committee made a preliminary report of ; continuity of policy which is sadly lacking under our present 
99 credentials already presented. set-up. 
UII. One of the things which has prevented our Order 
from holding the place which rightfully belongs to it as the 
largest male hereditary society in the country is the fact that 
we have too much “hide our light under a bushel” and have 
Col. Frederic Gilbert Bauer, Camp 51, Boston been content with mediocrity in our aims, instead of striving 
for that “highest practicable good” spoken of by Aristotle. 
Boston, April 9, 1940 With this in mind, | have started certain activities during the 
To the Members of the Fifty-eighth Encampment of the past year which will tend to improve the quality of our formal 
Massachusetts Department, Sons of Union Veterans of the functions and will tell the public who we are, what we are doing. 
Civil War: The service on the U. S. Frigate Constitution in commemora- 
One year ago you unanimously elected me Department tion of the seventy-fiith anniversary of the battle between the 
Commander, and it now behooves me to give an account of my Kearsarge and Alabama; the lawn party at the Forbes’ estate, 
stewardship. I did not seek the office, and only consented the memorial service in the “Old North® Church, and the Class 
to be a candidate at the urging of numerous active and loyal Initiation are steps in this direction. We have been asked to 
members of the Department, who assured me they would stand sponsor a service on the Constitution this year, and I recom- 
ready to help in any way possible. In every case these promises mend that the invitation be accepted. ‘ 
have been fulfilled, and I now tender my thanks to these brothers IV. As means to this end I have started a chorus. 2 
and to all others who have in any way helped in the year’s dramatic team, and a degree staff within the Department. You 
work. Circumstances have prevented me from doing more heard the chorus Sunday, the degree staff last evening. and 
than a small part of what IT hoped to do when I took office, but tonight you will hear both the chorus and dramatic team. 
certain definite things have been accomplished, recommend that all three of these institutions be fostered as 
I. The Department is now incorporated as an educational aids to efficient work, The thanks of the Department are 
and charitable corporation under the laws of Massachusetts. due to Past Department Commander Quinn for taking charge 
This not only enables us to hold real and personal property and of the chorus and to Brother Hidden of Camp 30 for taking 
to sue in the courts as an organization, but exempts our mem- charge of the dramatics. TI believe that if we had a few Civil 
pars from personal liability for any obligations which the War plays or scenes ready to put on at short notice, it would 
partment may incur, It also exempts our property, used benefit the Camps, and would teach the public the jmportance 
for the purposes for which we are incorporated, from taxation. of at least one period of our history before April 6, 1917. 
I am preparing an application to the Commissioner of Internal V. One thing which has impressed itself on me during my 
Revenue, asking for a ruling that gifts and bequests to the term of office is the inefficiency of our set-up for effective work. 
Department are exempt from the gift and estate taxes and We follow a policy of “no promotion”, with the result that 
that gifts are deductible from the Federal Income tax. the incoming Commander is necessarily more or less out of 
II. When the Department was incorporated the present touch with the details of the Department administration. He 
by-laws were adopted without change, except to omit one or takes office as we are entering on our ‘Memorial Day season— 
two obsolete provisions. The law, however, requires that a the busiest one of the year for our order. with the result that 
corporation have some body with the powers of a board of he can do nothing constructive in the few weeks ahead of him. 
directors, and in order to comply with this provision, a by-law Then comes the summer, when nearly all our Camps are 
was inserted providing that the Commander, Vice Commanders, inactive. When he starts in September, he has only seven 
Secretary, Treasurer and the three members of the Depart- months ahead of him, and then the process is repeated. 
ment Council should constitute an Executive Committee, with Furthermore, except for the Council in financial matters he has 
the powers of a Board of Directors. I recommend that a vote no official body of advisers. It is, I think, desirable to have 
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Treasurer George IX Hunt explained at some length the 
savings and overpayments for the year as embodied in the 
financial report of the Secretary. 


Report of Department Commander 


one of the vice commanders out of the line of promotion, in 
order to recognize some part of the State which may otherwise 


be unrepresented. In my opinion, however, the Senior Vice 
Commander should be considered as already selected to be the 
next Commander. In this way he can gradually get familiar 


with the administration of the Department, and not lose the 
time I did in getting started after taking office. Furthermore, 
we, as descendants of Civil War Veterans, should of all persons 
follow President Lincoln's advice about swapping horses while 
crossing a stream. If our Department officers took office the 
last of June, they would have two and a half months to prepare 
their plans, the summer to start these plans going, and in 
September could start real work with a rush, and go through 
the working year without giving place to their successors just 
wien the old officers can do most to build up the Department 


by stressing Memorial Day work. It would also bring the 
Department year jnto practical accord with the Comumandery- 
in-Chief year. I accordingly recommend: 


[a] That the Department by vote establish it as a policy. 
to be departed from only in unusual circumstances that the 


Senior Vice Commander shall succeed the Commander in office, 
and : 


[b] that the Department by a standing vote provide that 
when all other business of the Encampment except the Installa- 
tion of Officers is finished, the Encampment shall adjourn to 
some date late in June. This will require no change in either 


the Regulations of the Order but merely a vote of the En- 
campment. 


VI. Our System of bookkeeping is inefficient, and the 
books do not reveal at a glance the true financial situation of 
the Department, as they should. T recommend that the incom- 
ing Department Council be directed to introduce an up to date 
system of accounts. 

VII. The memorial service last Sunday at the Old North 
Church was a success, and the press ‘next morning carried 
accounts of it. Such a service is, in my opinion, not only an 
Inspiration to our own members, by helping them to appreciate 
the dignity and standing of the Order as the largest male 
hereditary society in the country, but gives a favorable 
Impression of the order to outsiders. Acting on the sugges- 
tion of several members who were present, IT recommend that 
the memorial service be an annual function, at the opening of 
our Encampment. 


VIL. Our Department by-laws require that our Permanent 


Fund be kept on deposit in savings banks. In more pros- 
perous times, this was well enough, but the present low rate 
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of interest paid by them — 2 per cent in most cases — makes 
our investment productive of very little income. Co-operative 
banks and Federal Savings and Loan Associations are as safe 
as savings banks and pay a higher rate of interest. Further- 
more our invested funds are large enough so that we can take 
advantage of some of the ordinary forms of investments used 
by careful trustees in this Commonwealth. Io am = not in 
favor of our playing the stock market, as we have not the 
machinery to properly handle such investments, but there is 
no reason why we should not avail ourselves of the other 
banking institutions of the Commonwealth and of conservative 
trustee investments. Two or three small real estate 
mortgages would be ideal for us. We could easily get 414 
to 5 per cent on small homes, taking not over 50 per cent of 
their forced sale value. As the principal of our Permanent 
Fund can never be spent, liquidity is not a necessity in its 
investment, I recommend that steps be taken to have our 
by-laws amended so that the Permanent Fund may be invested 
in obligations of the United States or its insular possessions 
in North America, in obligations of the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts or of a political subdivision thereof, in such 
securities as are legal investments for Massachusetts Savings 
Banks, or deposited in some banking institution located in 
Massachusetts. In this manner we can obtain increased 
income without sacrificing security. 

IX. In my opinion, life memberships and a permanent fund 
must be established jn each Camp, if it is to continue to function 
efficiently. I have suggested this to the Camps, but so far 
as I know only one Camp has acted on the suggestion. The 
permanent fund of most Camps will be too small to permit 
of a diversified investment such as a permanent fund should 
have. In my opinion, the Department should establish a 
Camp Permanent Fund, in which the funds of the various 
Camps can be placed, each Camp receiving its share of the 
income of the fund. 

X. Among the most constructive activities of our Order 
during the year has been the work of the Chelsea Camp in 
providing lecturers for the Americanization classes in the 
Chelsea High School, These classes consist of people who 
are studying the Constitution of our country in order to pass 
the examination for naturalization. Our lecturers have dealt 
with the effect of the Civil War on the Constitution and on 
the provisions of the original constitution which the Civil War 


affected . At least one other city has asked for such lectures 
next year and I trust the work will spread through the Depart- 
ment. In the case of Theodore Winthrop Camp, No. 81, this 


work has brought into its membership a considerable number 
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of the most desirable class of members. Let other Camps 
take pattern. 

XI. J have been sorry to note in a few Camps a spirit of 
narrowness and stubborness in regard to Memorial Day. The 
Grand Army has entrusted to us the duty of car ying on their 
work, but they have never attempted to dictate the methods of 
so doing. In this streamlined age, usages and customs which 


been any difficulty in getting joint action of all the Grand Army 
allied bodies, and we need no new organization to do this. 
Such a Federaticn will take money, time and effort which 
might be better expended jn constructive patriotic work. The 
American Coalition provides a wider scope and greater resources 
for united patriotic work than any federation of G. A. R. 
organizations can hope to provide by itself. For more than 


were popular and met with universal approval fifty years ago a generation there has been in Massachusetts a Committee on 
can not be forced down people's throats today. We may Cooperation in Patriotic Work, which has been dying a linger- 
exclaim with Cicero: “O tempora! O mores!”, but it is a ing death because it has proved to be entirely unnecessary. 
condition and not a theory which confronts us. The fishing Why form another needless organization? Let us save our 


rod which bends gracefully will land a large fish, but the rod 
which refuses to bend is very likely to be broken itself as well 
as to lose the fish. Although Memorial Day was instituted 
by the Grand Army, other organizations, representing other 
wars, have taken it up, and we can accomplish far more by 
joining in a program which has their cordial support and 
approval than by refusing to cooperate with them and rejecting 
their ideas. From my contacts with them I feel sure that 
most of the veteran societies and all the hereditary societies 
which observe Memorial Day will be glad te join us in a 
program which shall recognize the peculiar interest which we 
as the representatives of the G.A.R. have in ‘Memorial Day, 
shall carry out all the essential features of the traditional 
observance of the Day, and by the force of the numbers par- 
ticipating shall pay a far wider tribute to the Grand Army 
than any Camp of our Order could do, acting alone. We 
should in all cases team up with other organizations and 
arrange a joint program or a coordinating program, which will 
unite the community in honoring our sires of 1861-65. 

XII. I recommend that this Department pvt in to the 
National Encampment an amendment to the Rules and Regu- 
lations which shall expressely authorize and regulate the status 
of dual membership. There is no reason why a member who 
wishes to belong to two Camps and pay dues therein should 
not be permitted to do so. It would retain the interest of 
many members who have moved away from their home com- 
iunities and for sentimental reasons wish to keep their mem- 
bership in the Camp they originally joined, but who wish also 
to be active in the Camp near their new home. 

_XTIL I have been asked to appoint a committee of three 
fo join in forming a Massachusetts Federation of Patriotic 
Secieties during this Encampment. This proposed Federation 
is to embrace all the organizations allied to the G.A.R. I 
have refused to do so, but have said that I would appoint a 
representative to attend the meeting and oppose the scheme. 
In my opinion we are already over organized. There has never 
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money and effort for real work, instead of spending it in 
providing a second tail to the dog or a fifth wheel to the coach. 

Furthermore, in such a Federation we shall be the only 
male organization with four women's organizations. We 
shall, therefore, be in a hopeless minority. | Women’s organ- 
izations are run on entirely different lines from men's organ- 
izations, and in an organization where a majority rules, ‘we 
shall either have to be the tail to their kite or else create ill 
feeling by refusing to abide by the majority vote. 

I recommend that we definitely decline to take part in the 
preposed Federation, while assuring all concerned that we will 
cooperate im every good work for the Grand Army or the 
benefit of our country. 

XIV. The spring is the se 
Order, when the atmosphere 
Memorial Day. 


ason to get members of our 
is charged with the spirit of 
I recommend that we hold class initiations 
in Boston and in Western ‘Massachusetts shortly before 
Memorial Day, for which our Camps can focus their efforts in 
a membership drive. 
XV. If my recommendation as to the date of installation 
is adopted, I recommend that a committee be instructed to 
bring in for adoption at that time a thorough revision of our 
by-laws, eliminating obsolete provisions and adapting them to 
cur new status as a corporation. 

XVI. I recommend that our delegates to the National 
Encampment be instructed to introduce and vote for a reduc- 
tion of the national per capita tax. In another organization 
IT have frequently said that one dollar spent in an efficient 
local unit is worth two dollars spent by the state organization 
and five dollars or more spent by the national organization. 
I believe that the same rule applies to our own Order. Money 
spent in a state can accomplish far more good than a_ like 
amount spent by the Commandery in Chief, Growth, like 
charitv. begins at home, 

XVII. In my opinion we can never have the growth to 
which our standing entitles us until the uniform question is a 
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fact as well as a rule on paper. In accordance with the vote 
of the last annual Encampment, [| recommend that the list of 
these who will provide themselves with the uniform then 
adopted at this Encampment, and that the Uniform Committee 
be instructed to bring in at the next annual or special session 
of the Encampment such detailed rules as shall insure uniform- 
ity in the dress adopted and, while safeguarding the rights of 
those who have provided themselves with the uniforms now 
customarily in use, shall eventually give us a_ creditable 
appearance jin identical uniforms. 

XVIII. I believe if a cavalry company of the Sons of 
Veterans Reserve js established in Massachusetts, it will add 
much to the prestige of the Order and give impressiveness to 
our public appearances. The expense for horse hire and riding 
drills need not exceed $15.00 a year for each member, and for 
those who like horseback riding, this is a small sum to pay 
for the most healthful and invigorating form of exercise known. 
I recommend that a list be opened at this Iencampment for those 
who are interested in organizing such a unit, and when it is 
formed the Department provide the necessary equipment, the 
same to remain the property of the Department. 

In conclusion I wish to thank publicly all who have in any 
way helped to build up our Department during the past year: 
the Department cfficers, individually and collectively; the 
actors, who have given of their time and ability; the chorus, 
and particularly Past Department Commander Quinn, for 
adding a valuable and impressive feature to cur gala occasions; 
those Camps and their officers who have made gains in mem- 
bership and in activity; Brother Hidden of Camp 30, _ for 
taking charge of the dramatics:; those brothers who have given 
their cars to transport the Grand Army; Brother Roy Call 
of Camp 30, who has taken charge of the transportation at the 
Encampment; to the Rev. Francis E. Webster of Christ 
Church. for allowing us the use cf that historic edifice and to 
Miss Mary Bowditch Forbes for opening her estate to us last 
Autumn; to Camp 79 for getting us free use of Memorial Hall, 
Melrose for the special session of the ‘Encampment; and last 
but not least to Mrs. Warren and the members of our Auxiliary. 
who have been instant in season and out of season, wherever 
they could be of service to us. The Grand Army have come 
to rely more and more on us, and my relations with Commander 
Miles have been most pleasant and satisfactory. 


Report of Senior Vice Department 
Commander 


John W. Emery, Camp 57, Easthampton 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-eighth Annual En- 
campment of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 
Welcome in Fraternity — Welcome in Charity — Welcome 
in Loyalty: 

I wish, first of all, to extend my sincere thanks to the 
many brothers who helped to elect me to this high office at our 
last Encampment. 

Due to a nervous breakdown I was unable to carry out as 
extensive a program as | had hoped. However, I did try 
to let the brothers jn Western Massachusetts know that the 
Department can and do carry on the great work which is being 
more and more placed in our hands by the G. A. R. 

I have been privileged to carry greetings of the Depart- 
ment to various places during the past year, a few of which 
I herewith submit. 

With P.D.C. Charles H. E. Moran, I attended the 
Regional Meeting held in Providence, R.I, Here I had a 
wonderful time and learned more of our Order. 

In May I attended the Annual meeting of the Western 
Massachusetts Association in Pittsfield, Department Com- 
mander Bauer also attended this meeting. 

In June I presented in behalf of Camp 48, an American 
Flag to one of the Boy Scout Troops of Florence. 

I was also privileged to represent the Department at the 
reception to Emma S, Warren, beloved Department President 
of the Auxiliary. 

IT attended a joint meeting of the Sons and Auxiliary in 
North Adams which was very well attended. Sister Warren 
was also at this meeting. 

In July I once more was asked to extend the greetings of 
the Department at the meeting of the Western Massachusetts 
Association in Greenfield. 

During the summer I visited several of the smaller Camps 
and tried to encourage them to keep up the good work. 

In August IT was called to Department Headquarters to a 
meeting of the Department Officers and Past Department 
Commanders, for the purpose of incorporating the Department. 

A special Department Encampment was held in Melrose, 
September 30th, in place of the Mid-Year Conference. Here 
several matters were discussed. A fine supper was enjoyed 
and a social evening spent. 

In the Fall T called a meeting of the District Commanders 
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and all Camp officers to help map: out a program for the ensuing 
year, so that all might get to know each other better thereby 
strengthening the Order in cur part of the state. 

In October, I again extended the greetings of the Depart- 
ment to the quarterly meeting of the Western Massachusetts 
Association. This meeting was held in North Adams and the 
attendance was very good. 

In December I accompanied District Commander Allaire 
and P.D.C. Moran to Camp 83 to try, once more, te get them 
to keep their charter. All present promised to do their best 
and te contact various brothers for help. 

I had the opportunity to install three Camps — Holyoke, 
Westfield and Northampton. 

I have just completed the inspection cf two Camps for our 
District Commander , 

In February I was guest of Camp 48 and Auxiliary 42 of 
Northampton at a supper and received a very pleasant surprise 
of a sum of money, for which I am deeply grateful. 

Iam very happy to be able to report that the brothers 
with whom I have taiked, are well pleased with our new ritual. 
Tam sure this clarifies the work and will be a big help in 
promoting the aims and objects of our Order. 

In closing permit me to once again thank you for the high 
honor you gave me, and I am most grateful for all that has been 
done for me this past year. 

May Wwe ever remember that true faith and allegiance which 


our fathers held for their country and be ‘ever mindful of their 
examples. 


Westminster which took place in June of 1939. I wrote of 
this celebration both for the Boston Sunday Globe and for 
the Banner, 


I have visited various Camps in Athol, Gardner, Barre, 
Templeton and Hubbardston. One or two of these Camps 
were at rather a low ebb and we endeavored to encourage a 
more vital interest jn the work. 

I have spoken upon several occasions in these different 
Camps and also delivered the Memorial Day address in Hub- 
bardston, Mass. 

One of the District Commanders, Williard Gates, was 
appointed from our Camp in Westminster and I attended with 
him the inspection of the Athol Camp. 

We have some very much alive Camps in our part of the 
state. A number of new members were initiated, particularly 
in Athol and in Westminster. In some Camps though the 
number of members jis small yet there is a devoted few that 
are set on keeping the Camps going and in doing their full part. 
I think there has been an increased interest on the whole, in 


our part of the Department. Memorial Day and Our Fathers 
have not been forgotten. 


Respectfully submitted, 
SCOTT C. SIEGLE, 
Junior Vice Dept. Commander 


Respectfully submitted in F.C. & L. 
JOHN W. EMERY, 
Senior Vice Dept. Commander 


Report of Department Secretary 
Leon H. Palmer, Camp 79, Melrose 


CAMPS 
Number at close of March quarter 122 
‘ 2 None gained, none lost. 
Report of Junior Vice Department MEMBERSHIP 
Commander Number at close of March quarter 3912 
Gained 
Scott C. Siegle, Camp 101, Westminster MMe “idee. Reha, Taya 
As Junior Vice Commander my activities have been largely June eae he 30 2 : a 
confined to the vicinity of the west central part of the State. Sept. ee ats 12 a i a 
Owing to the distance from Boston and the extreme weather Dec. 193! qr. : 21 é a 
conditions during a large part of the year, it has not been Mar. ’40 to Apr. 8 45 6 
possible for me to get in to attend the various activities in and 
about Boston. 108 12 14 134 134 
I assisted in Planning and carrying out the celebration of 


: 4046 
the 50th anniversary of Cyrus K. Miller Camp, No. 101 of 
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Lost 

Death H.S. Trans. Drop. Total 
June 1939 qr. 19 4 2 50 75 
Sept. 1939 qr. 25 4 1 81 MD 
Dec. 1939 qr. 25 4 5 25 59 
Mar. ’40 to Apr. 8 31 9 2 ol 113 

100 21 20 217 358 
Number at close April 8, 1940 
SUPPLY ACCOUNT 

On hand March 31, 1940 n $304.23 
Obsolete supplies charged cfi é 38 
Sale of Supplies 55 
Purchases $1 76 3 03 
On hand March 31, 1939 317 .56 
Profit 

GENERAL FUND 

Receipts 1939—40 
Auxiliary Donation 1939 IEneampment $80.00 
Camp Officers’ Bond premiums 5.00 
Convention Programs 12.00 
From Organization Fund 10.00 
Per Capita Tax 2947.35 
Initiation Fees 114.00 
Supplies 185.55 
Interest on Permanent Fund 227.23 
Rent 84.34 
Light 3.40 
From Auxiliary, W.L.A. Reception 313: 
Telephone 34.64 
Auxiliary, half cost lettering door 5:82 
Engraving Trophy 6.50 


From Friendly Rélations Committee 5.38 


Balance on hand April 1939 Enc. 895.14 
Disbursements 
Reception to W. L, Anderson $49.25 
Rent 360.40 
Light 10.56 
Convention expense 35.84 
Flowers 7.50 
Camp Officers’ Bond Premiuns 10.00 
Dept. Officers’ Bond premiums 7.50 
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4619.48 


Charter lee 5.00 
Telephone 


92.56 
Organization 6.73 
Postage 96.16 
Phone for Dept. Com. Chandler 1939 10.00 
Salary Secretary 750.00 
Printing 72.30 
Moving Office 46.59 
Half cost Reception & Ball 12.72 
State House Program 12.00 
Travel & Entertainment GA.R. 14.85 
Per Capita Tax 1530.70 
Membership Fees 48.00 
National Encamp. Expense 50.00 
Stationery 28.95 
Engraving Grant Trophy 6.50 
Milton Program 7.95 
Incorporation 'Expense 35.10 
Phone. Records and case 9.00 
Insurance premium 5.00 
Material for Chaplain’s gown 10.90 
Radio 65.00 
Proceedings 79,40 
Rosters 42.00 
Donation Aux. Ways and Means Com. 25.00 
P. D. Commander's Badge 8:00 
Supplies 187.53 
Commander's Traveling expenses 76.12 


Incidentals 


10.16 3825.27 
Balance 


BENJAMIN J. LORING FUND 
Home Savings Bank, Book No. 258021 


Balance on hand 1939 Encampment $655.64 
Interest 12.97 
$668.61 
Withdrawal 10.00 
Balance 1940 I-ncampment $658.61 


PERMANENT FUND 


Balance on hand 1939 Encampment $9126.52 
Interest 


202.99 

$9329.51 

Withdrawal 246.36 
Balance 1940 Encampment 9083.15 
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$794.21 
; 


ACCOUNT IN 
Melrose Savings Bank, 
Book No. 23351 
Balance on hand 1939 Encampment 
Interest 


Withdrawal 


Balance 1940 Encampment 
Hudson Savings Bank, 
Book No. 38537 


Balance on hand 1939 Encampment 
Interest 


Withdrawal 


Balance 1940 Encampment 


Charlestown 5 Cent Savings Bank, 
Book No. 94964 


Balance on hand 1939 Encampment 
Interest 


Withdrawal 


Balance 1940 Encampment 
Boston Penny Savings Bank, 
Book No, 101764 


Balance on hand 1939 Encampment 
Interest 


Withdrawal 


Balance 1940 Encampment 
U.S. 27/8 Bond 
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DETAIL 


$3141.40 
77.07 


$3218.47 
77.07 


3141.40 


$2159.14 
48.20 


$2207.34 
64.29 


2143.05 
$1530.25 
34.24 


$1564.49 
38.02 


1526.47 
500.00: 


$9083.15 


G. A. R. FUND 


East Boston Savings Bank, Book No. 70856 
Balance on hand 1939 [Encampment $40.19 
Interest 90 


Balance on hand 1940 Encampment $41.09 


Respectfully submitted, 
LEON H. PALMER 
Department Secretary 


Report of Department Treasurer 


George E. Hunt, Camp 67, Abington 
Balance on hand 1939 ‘Encampment 


$895.14 
Received during balance March 1939 quarter $123.45 
Received during June quarter 858.10 
Received during September quarter 972.42 
Received during December quarter 783.33 
Received in March 1940 quarter to April 8 890.04 3627.34 
$4522.48 
Disbursed during balance Mar. 1939 quarter $509.12 
Disbursed during June quarter 839.35 
Disbursed during September quarter 809.53 
Disbursed during December quarter 788.64 
Disbursed in March 1940 quarter to April8 781.63 3728.27 
Balance on hand 1940 Encampment $794.21 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE 'E. HUNT 
> 3 Department Treasurer 


—— Se AE. a ewe Ml, SO ie 


Report of Department Chaplain 
George Hibbert Driver, Camp 74, Milton 


To the Officers and Members of the Fifty-eighth Encampment 
of the Massachusetts Department, Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War: 


The Chaplain appointed for the year for which a report is 
now called finds his duties lightened by the transfer of the 
statistical part of his accounting to the good and competent 
auspices of the Patriotic Instructor. Whether this be due to 
the Biblical injunction not to serve the “tables” of statistical 
lore — but — “preach the word” — of the high calling of our 
Order in patriotic righteousness and character, the Chaplain is 
uncertain. Howbeit, the Chaplain of the current year has 
been privileged to serve with very great pleasure and profit 
under the able administration of our respected and beloved 
Department Commander, Col. Frederic Gilbert Bauer, and for 
the truly delightful comradeship and common endeavor of these 
past twelve months, he owes the Commander more than he can 
well express. Of that a little more below. 


Certain outstanding items might be enumerated, in which 
the Chaplain might properly find features for report. It was 
a notable joy and distinction to participate in the following: 
The Memorial Service at the Hall of Flags at the State House 

on May 29th, 1939, 

The Sons of Union Veterans’ Service on board the Constitution 
“Old Ironsides” on June 18th, 1939; in commemoration 
of battle of the Kearsarge and Alabama. 

The Open Day for the Department Sons of Union Veterans, 
graciously held by Miss Mary Bowditch Forbes, Sep- 
tember 23rd, 1939 at her famous replica of the Lincoln 
Cabin at the Forbes estate in Milton. This was in 
commemoration of Emancipation Day and the Chaplain 
had the pleasure of some share in the arrangements 

_ Which made it possible. 

The W ashington's Birthday public reception of our Governor, 
the Honorable Leverett Saltonstall, at the State House 

at which the Chaplain had the distinguished pleasure 

of acting as escort to the Past Department Commander 
of the G.A.R., J. E. Bronson of Dedham, of whom 
the Boston Globe spoke as one of the three “jaunty” 
members of the G.A.R, present on that occasion. 

The Forty-Second Anniversary “Remember the Maine” Memo- 
rial Exercises in the City of Boston, under the auspices 
of Boston Municipal Council United Spanish War 
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Veterans at Faneuil Hall on February 15th, 1940; 
present as representing our Order. 

Conierring the “obligation” in two special Camp Initiations, as 
member of the State Degree Team on March 11th, 1940 
at the Willie Grout Camp, No. 25, Worcester, where 
a wonderful class of eigateen candidates was taken 
into the Worcester Camp, and a number of these into 
the Milford Camp; and on March 25th at Camp 81 at 
Chelsea — a live and vigorous organization. 

The word the Chaplain wishes to say about our present 
Commander is this. His policies have proved wise, far-reach- 
ing in harmony with the precise needs of the hour in this 
critical period of our Organization; and they have all been put 
into fruitful action by Col Bauer’s indefatigable zeal and un- 
failing courtesy as a military gentleman. It is a duty and 
exceeding satisfaction to express something of the real 
fraternal delight it has been to your Chaplain to serve under 
Col. Bauer, as Commander, and in close association with the 
other fine members of the Staff, the performance of whose 
duties for this year just closed, is now before you for your 
charitable and let us trust optimistic judgement. 

MAY THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS BE WITH YOU. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 
GEORGE HILBERT DRIVER, 
Department Chaplain 


Report of Department Patriotic Instructor 
Guy Richardson, Camp 46, Roxbury 


To Col. Frederic Gilbert Bauer and Members of the Fifty- 
eighth Annual Encampment of the Department of Massachu- 
setts, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 


Could I have foreseen the conditions under which I have 
tried to serve the Department as Patriotic Instructor during 
the past year, I should not have yielded to the persuasive 
ability of our Department Commander in accepting this job 
when I knew I was to be out of the country during the first 
three months of the period. Thanks to the ever-ready help 
of our patient and affable Department Secretary, a summary 
of the few reports that had wandered into the office before the 
time of the National ‘Encampment was sent to that body 
through the National Patriotic Instructor. 

In looking over the Reports received up to date, March 


1S 


29th, 1940, one cannot but feel disappointment that so many 
Camp Patriotic Instructors take their work so lightly. Only 
a few of these Reports are models cf their kind; the most of 
them are slovenly written, with many questions ignored and 
others apparently not answeied very intelligently, Careless- 
ness is evident in such simple summaries as call for the addition 
of 2 and 1, and often no attention at all is paid to totals. One 
Camp reports that July 4th is one of the principal days for 


patriotic programs in the schools. Other questions are 
obviously net properly answered, while many are given evasive 
replies that mean neither yes or no. When figures are 


required and the Patriotic Instructor states that all the children 
in the schools participate in Memorial Day activities, it 
is pretty hard to add an unknown quantity to make up the 
required summary. Let us pay strict attention to these 
Report Blanks, or else save our paper and postage and_ the 
headaches of trying to make sense out of chaos. 

Out of 122 Camps listed in the Department, Reports were 
received from 86, or just over two-thirds of the total number. 
After a second appeal, sent late in the Department year, no 
Reports were received from Camps: 9, 10, 13, 20, 31,434368 
Fone OMETO MESA GI" G2, 68, 76, 77, 78, 83', 95;,uRO9R 
102, 103, 104, 107, 118, 121 , 124, 129, 132, 134, 136, 144, 146, 
147 and 161. 

In the 86 Camps reporting, there were 3,115 members in 
gcod standing, of whom 1.159 attended Memorial Sunday 
services, and 1,664 participated in Memorial Day exercises. 
There were 593 cemeteries covered by Sons, and 41,750 flags 
placed on graves, the great majority of them being graves of 
Union Soldiers. There were 125 headstones and 2,000 flag 
holders placed on graves of Civil War Veterans, while 538 such 
STaves were given special attention [This, question No.8. seems 
rather ambiguous, or at least not fully understood. ] 
Seventy-five times our Brothers were called upon to mourn 
the Passing of a veteran or a Camp member or a member of 
an Allied organization. 

Sixty-nine Camps report an activé Committee on marking 
veterans’ graves, while eleven say they have no such committee. 

Sixty Camps report “patriotic talks and discussion” at 
roe meetings, and twelve report that they have no such 

cS. 

The number of public patriotic programs sponsored by 
the Camps was 121. A total of 517 flags were presented to 
churches, schools and other organizations. Two radio pro- 
grams were reported, both by Camp 15. ‘Hats off to the 
Springfield Camp for this outstanding accomplishment. 

Parades Participated in numbered 142, while official visits 
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to churches, Sunday schools, public schools and other organiza- 


tions amounted to 288, 


From the figures set down, 84.378 school children partic- 


ipated in Memorial Day activities, a fact that, to your humble 
writer, 15 Gl more significance than all the other statistics put 


together. 


Four Memorial monuments or tablets were erected, all by 


Camp 109, Newburyport. 


Sixty-nine Camps claim the lead jn planning and conduct- 
ing Memorial services for the G.A.R., while to this question 


fifteen Camps reply “No”. 


Forty-one Camps say they par- 


ticipate in Armistice Day parades and programs, while thirty 


say they do not. 


The principal days for patrictic programs in the schools 
appear to be February 12, February 22, April 19, June 14, and 
November 11, These are also the days chosen for special 
patriotic observance, with July 4th and Veterans’ Night being 


mentioned in a few instances. 


Of course it is not necessary to have the question about 
the Pledge of Allegiance being required by law in the schools, 


placed on the Camp question 


naire as the replies must all be 


in the affirmative. Thirty-eight Camps report that the 
American's creed is generally used, and 23 that it is not. 


Eighty Camps say the United 
when school is in session. 


States flag is generally displayed 
While six ignore this question, 


no Camp reports in the negative. 
Camp 17 found several cases of improper display of the 


flag and had them corrected. 


Camp 35 claims that the first 


school house in the United States to fly the American flag 


every day is in New Bedford. 
Day or other patriotic public 


Sixty members gave Memorial 
addresses. 


May I add that this Report would not have been possible 


without the frequent aid of 


Department Secretary Leon 


Palmer, who responded promptly to every request, however 


mander Bauer at not having 


a member of his staff. 
Respectful 


exacting; and express my sincere regret to Department Com- 


been able to respond to his few 


calls for public appearances and my grateful appreciation for 
his generous and kindly indulgence for such imperfect service as 


ly submitted, 


GUY RICHARDSON 


Department Patriotic Instructor 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF CAMP 


PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTORS 
A, Number of Camps in good standing ...........-- 122 
B. Number of Camps included in this Report ........ 86 


21 


fens 


24, 


Number of Members in good standing 


Number attending Memorial Sunday Services 
Number participating in Memorial Day Exercises 
Number of Cemeteries covered by Sons of 

Union Veterans ; 


Number of Flags placed on graves. Total 
Number of head stones placed on graves of 
Civil War Veterans, «cscs sc224 2 cams Aaee 
Number of Flag holders placed on graves 
Cracinil, War Weteratis: ae. su 45 rasta ees oe ee 
Number of graves of Civil War Veterans 
Riven SPHCIAL, Attention  ..... « « scsmeenwsotere 538 
[Re-setting stone, grading, seeding, cutting 
grass, etc., NOT including 6 and 7] 
Number of Funerals attended for conducted | 
Number of Camps having an active Committee 
on Marking Veteran’s Graves Yes, 69 — No, 11 
Number of Camps having patriotic talks and 
discussions at regular meetings Yes, 60 — No, 12 
Number of public patriotic programs sponsored 


ts 75 


DysGamins cscs < ¢ a bswend,. <0 121 
Number of Flags presented. “UNOCAL cssasassie oe eae 517 
Number of radio programs broadcast 2.5.0... <%.s05 2 
Number of parades Partmcipater Ba 2 a wenmass ae ee 142 


Number of Official visits by representatiy Total 288 
Estimated number of school children participating 
in- Memorial Day activities in communities 


_ Where Camps are FUREHOMINE suiwon .6 3 « coetueee 84,378 
Number of Memorial monuments or tablets erected 
during the year by this Dept. [not grave stones] 4 


Day 
Yes, 41 — No, 30 

vs for patriotic programs 
Feb. 12, Feb. 22, Apr. 19) 
Mav 30, June 14, and Novy. 11 

: Principal days chosen by Camps for 
Special patriotic observance Feb. 12, Feb. 22, Apr. 19, 
May 30. June 14, and Novy. 11 
A few only add July 4 and Veterans’ Night 

of Allegiance required by law 


a Ne principal da 
in the schools 


What are the 


Ts the Pledge 


MMIC SGH GOT 5 | y sasiones Sse vo-coccunie cae Nias 
Is the American’s Creed generally used’ in the 
SCNGOIE WO yl yo dence Yes, 38 — No, 23 


--s ——— 


25. Is the United States Flag generally displayed when 
School! is ii. Séssion pase eee Yes, 80 — No, 0 
Camp 17 found several cases of improper display of the flag 
and had them corrected. 
Camp 35 claims that the first school house in the United States 


to fly the American Flag every day is in New Bedford. 


At this point a recess of ten minutes was declared. 

Called to order. 

Report of Committee on Officers’ Reports presented by 
Past Department Commander, Addison A. Quinn. 


Report of Committee on Officers Reports 


Your committee has carefully reviewed the reports of all 
officers as submitted by them and beg to report as follows: 
Report of the Commander 

The report of Commander Bauer is a comprehensive one 
and is indicative of much study and thought in its preparation. 
While serving this past year he has made observations that 
are of vital import and worthy of the careful thought and 
consideration of our membership. y 

An exceedingly busy man, he has given generously of his 
time. He has served us faithfully and well, has favored our 
Department with a most creditable administration and is 
deserving of the ever-lasting gratitude of every member of the 
Massachusetts Department. i 

This report contains the following recommendations upon 
which your committee report as follows: 

No. 1. That a vote be taken approving the institution of 
an Executive Committee, and that consideration be given to 
enlarging the committee so as to make it more representative 
and with a certain continuity in membership. 

Your committee can readily see the value of such 
a committee to our Department Officers and same 
being required by law now that we are a corpora- 
tion we recommend as follows. That this recom- 
mendation be adopted and in addition to the officers 
mentioned as members, five additional members be 
elected; 1 to serve 5 years, 1 to serve 4 years, 1 to 
serve 3 years, 1 to serve 2 years and 1 to serve 1 
year. ‘Each succeeding year a member to be 
elected for 5 years. 

[Adopted by vote of Encampment] 
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No. 2 That the invitation to sponsor a service on the 
Constitution this year be accepted. 


Your committee approve. [Encampment so voted.] 


Staff be fostered, as aids to efficient work. 
Your committe heartily agree. 
[Encampment so voted] 


No. 4A. That the Department by vote establish it as a 
policy to be departed from only in unusual circumstances that 
the Senior Vice Commander shall succeed tiie Commander in 
office. 

While your committee recognize the advantage 
that might be realized we hesitate to recommend 
the adoption of such legislation as would make it 
compulsory. We do believe that serious thought 
however, should be given to the selection of a 
Senior Vice Commander with the thought in 
mind that should his capabilities prove worthy 
Promotion should be in order. 


[Recommendation of committee adopted by Encampment] 


No. 4B. That the Department by a standing vote provide 
that when all business of the Encampment except the Installa- 
tion of Officers is finished, the Encampment shall adjourn to 
Some date later in June when such Installation shall be held. 

While your committee believes there is a great 
deal of merit in this recommendation, we recognize 
the fact that our Auxiliary should be considered 
before such a change be made. We can see 
great possibilities in having a joint installation 
following the Encampment at some later date. 
We accordingly recommend as follows: That the 
Ncoming officers of both the Sons and Auxiliary 
Set together, go into this matter very thoroughly 
| and bring in a recommendation for both bodies to 

act upon at the next Encampment. 
[Moved by P.D.C., H. F. Weiler to be laid on 
table. Seconded by T. F. Devine, 58, and motion 

carried. | 

No. 
to introdu 


i 


5 That the incoming Department Council be dirécted 
ice an up to date system of accounts. 


Committee concurs. [Encampment so voted.] 


No. 6. _ That the memorial service be an annual function 
at the opening of our Encampment. 


Committee heartily in accord with this. So voted. 
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| No. 3. That the Chorus, Dramatic Team and Degree 


No. 7, That the steps be taken to have our by-laws 
amended so that the permanent fund may be invested in 
obligations of the United States or its insular possessions in 
a, in obligations of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts or of a political subdivision thereof, in such securi- 
ties as are legal investments for Ma sachlusetts Savings Banks, 
or deposited in some banking institution located in Massachu- 
In this manner we can obtain increased income with- 


North Americ 


Setts. 
out sacrificing security. 


Your committee concurs in this and recommend 


this matter be turned over to the committee on 
by-laws, they to draft a proper by-law covering 
same and report at our next Encampment. 
[Encampment so voted. ] 


The suggestion pertaining to life memberships and 
the establishment of a permanent fund in each 
Camp deserves the careful thought of all Camp 
officers. This is a most important matter and 
should not be passed over lightly. Your Committee 
recommends that each Camp consider the possi- 
bilities involved. 
We readily recognize the tremendous advantage to 
our Order in promoting such work as referred to 
being done by Theodore Winthrop Camp No. 81 
of Chelsea. In furnishing lecturers for this work 
the Department thas started a worth while work 
that should be given careful consideration by all 
Camps in the State. 

We believe the subject on Memorial Day observ- 

ance calling for cooperation with other veteran 
organizations to be most timely and suggest that 

the part of the report containing this subject be 
promulgated to all Camps for their consideration 

and advisement. [Encampment so voted.] 

No. 8. That this Department put in to the National En- 
campment an amendment to the Rules and Regulations which 
shall expressly authorize and regulate the status of dual 
membership. 

Committee concurs. [Encampment so voted.] 
No. 9. That we definitely decline to take part in the pro- 


posed Federation, while assuring all concerned that we will 


cooperate in every good work for the Grand Army or the benefit 
of our Country. 


Committee recommends adoption of this and ap- 
prove the stand taken by our Commander. 
[Encampment so voted.] 
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No. 10, That we hold class initiations in Boston or near 
by and in Western Massachusetts shortly before Memorial Day. 
Committee concurs. [Encampment so voted.] 

No. 11. That a committee be instructed to bring in for 
adoption at our next Encampment a thorough revision of our 
by-laws, eliminating obsolete provisions and adapting them 
to our new status as a corporation. 

Committee concurs. [Encampment so voted.] 


No. 12. That our delegates to the National Encampment 
be instructed to introduce and vote for a reduction of the 
national per capita tax. 


Committe concurs. [Encampment so voted. ] 


No. 13. That the list of those who will provide them- 
selves with the uniform adopted at our Fifty-seventh Annual 
Encampment be opened at this Encampment, and that the 
Uniform Committee be instructed to bring in at the next 
annual or special session of the Encampment such detailed 
rules as shall insure uniformity in the dress adopted. 

Committee concurs. [Encampment so voted and 
list was placed in hands of Past Dept. Commander 
Addison A. Quinn. | 


No. 14. That a list be opened at this Encampment for 
those who are interested in organizing a cavalry unit, 
Your committee realizing there may be many who 
might be interested in such a unit concur in this 
recommendation. [Encampment so voted and 
list was placed in the hands of Ernest G. Wells, 
Commander of Camp 9.] 


Reports of the Senior and Junior Vice Commanders 


_ These reports contain no recommendations, but do indicate 
activity upon the part of these two officers that are worthy 
oft our commendation. 


Report of Department Secretary 


This most interesting report of figures so ably prepared 
by Brother Palmer should be of vital interest to every one of 
us. This report not only presents to us a review in total of this 
duties but contains information of such importance that. when 
available, our membership would do well to examine it with 
extreme care and thoughtfulness. 
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Packard, 9, it was voted that nominations be closed. 

Junior Vice Commander — Past Commander in Chief, 
Frank L. Kirchgassner nominated Frank A. Sandland, 17. 
Wm. A. Packard, 9, nominated Ernest G. Wells, 9. 

Council — E. A. Smith, 36, nominated Louis 'E. Winchell 
80. V. A. Gordon, 9, nominated Wm. H. Bridgham, 30. 
Past Department Commander C. H. I. Moran nominated 
John W. Emery, 57. Past ‘Commander in Chief, Frank L. 
Kirchgassner nominated Albert G. Wolff, 89. .G. A. R. 
Fund Trustee George E. Hunt nominated Past Commander in 
Chief, DR. E. W. Homan. 

Motion made by Past Department Commander Gy Ee 
Moran that candidates for Delegates be submitted with two 
endorsers and filed with Secretary by 4 p.m. 

Brother Kirchgassner spoke on the program for the evening 
which included a dinner party at the Hotel at six-thirty at 
which the Department Commander of the G.A.R., Comrade 
Charles A. Miles, was a special guest. This was followed 
by the annual reception to the Department Officers and the Ball. 
Two special features of the evening's entertainment were the 
Trooping of the Colors and the reproduction of a play, written 
by Col. Bauer, our Department Commander, commemorating 
the surrender of Lee to Grant at Appamatox on April 9, 1865. 
All the parts were played by members of the Sons. 

Past Department Commander Harding H. Hale, reminded 
members of the Appamatox Radio Program which would be 
broadcast from WBZ at 2:30 p-m., offices of which are on the 
Sth floor of the Hotel 

On motion of Norman Walker, 61, it was voted to take 
recess until two o’clock Recessed at 12:30 p.m. 


Reconvened at two o’clock. 


Credentials Committee reported 120 credentials presented. 

Treasurer George E, Hunt moved Department year close 
March 31st and that books be closed as of that date, and Depart- 
ment Secretary, Treasurer and Council be so instructed. Motion 
seconded by Norman Walker, 61 and so voted. 

Recess at 2:00 p.m. so that members might attend Radio 
Program on 5th floor of hotel. 


2, 


' f 
1 NOMINATION OF OFFICERS 
Commander — Treasurer, George E. Hunt nominated 
Frederic Gilbert Bauer for re-election. On motion of Norman 
Walker, 61, it was voted to make the nomination unanimous. 
. Senior Vice Commander — Charles Bradlee, 74 nominated 
Rey. George Hibbert Driver, 74. On motion of W. A. 


Reconvened at 3:10. 


P.D.C. Brother Hale presented report of Radio Committee 


Report of Department Patriotic Instructor 

While this report contains no recommendations it does 
contain considerable information not heretofore included in 
the report of the Department Instructor and is of much interest. 
His kindly reprimand should be heeded by Camp Patriotic 
Instructors. One can easily appreciate from this report the 
difficulty experienced in getting proper reports from our Camps. 
We urge more attention to these reports on the part of our 
Camp Officers for a report half done is nearly as bad as no 
report at all. 


Report of Department Chaplain 
The report of our Chaplain Rev. George H. Driver shows 


considerable activity for the year. We are sure he has 
been of valued assistance to our Department Commander and 
a devoted officer to our Department, He deserves the 


love, respect and sincere thanks of our entire membership. 
Report of Department Organizer 


We appreciate the handicap Brother Freeman had in filling 


out an unexpired term. We know an effort was made, no 
man can do more. 


Report of Department Inspector 


Ki A most interesting report has been prepared by Brother 
Riley. We commend it to your reading and study. 


Report of Report of Department Publicity Secretary 

R) _ This report shows the same fine type of work that we 
wave come to expect from Brother Libbey. Our Department 
1s fortunate indeed to have an active member on this job. 
Report of Department Treasurer 


_ This report shows the usual deep thinking for the interests 
Behe Department financially that might be expected of 
Ge a hee We are confident we have the right man in 
; ght place, a treasurer whose interest in our Order has 
peen unquestionably established. Brethren, our funds are 
in good hands. 

Most respectfully submitted, 
P.D.C. ADDISON A. QUINN, Chairman 
P.D.C. CHARLES H. E. MORAN 
P. C.-in-C. FRANK L. KIRCHGASSNER 
P.C. EDWARD C. WEBSTER, Camp 89 
COMDR. FRANK A. SANDLAND 
Committee on Officers’ Reports 
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Report of Department Radio Committee 


To the Officers and Members of the Department Encampment: 


The second annual series of dramatized Civil War episodes 
got going on the air shortly after last year’s Encampment. 
During the 13 weekly presentations at WMEX studio, the 
programs given were: — “From a Blue Notebook” [Major 
Anderson's heroism at the firing on Fort Sumter]; “Sergt. 
Merrill and His Penny Dreadful” [a dime novel brings a B.ue 
and a Gray Together at lst Bull Run]; “Major Pauline Cush- 
man” [bravery and chivalry here figure in episode of a famous 
woman spy|; “Incident in Richmond” [a Memorial Day pro- 
gram — gallantry of Union officer toward wounded Confed- 
erate officer found in captured city]; “Railroading Through 
Georgia” [thrilling adventure of Union men with enemy 
locomotive] ; “Old Glory Driver” [an old salt from Salem 
outwits searching Confederates and saves his flag to fly over 
recaptured Nashville — a Flag Day _ story] : “Guns of 
Spottsylvania” [A Union Captain wipes out nest of enemy sharp- 
shooters] ; “The Boston Bag” [a captured Union youth's 
rescue under fire of Confederate officer wins his release from 
prison; “Cemetery at Gettysburg” [4th of July program — 
Battery commander's daring aids defeat of Pickett’s charge] ; 
Navy in the Woods” [deals with Admiral Porter's exploit 
taking warships through diverted stream in Yazoo Pass]; 
“The Election of Phineas Trout” [incident of spirited GAR. 
Encampment election reveals hidden story of a soldier's ‘heroism 
at Shiloh] ; “Corp. Tanzy’s Love Affair” [human _ interest 
romance in a field hospital]. So 13 episodes of ‘Heroes in 
Blue”, as the series was called, were broadcast. Glimpses of 
army life and revealing sidelights on our Boys in Blue as they 
were in 1861—65 were served to the public in an engaging 
form. These programs were designed especially for youthful 
listeners. They brought home essentially true stories whose 
impressiveness, we believe, was second only to stories coming 
from the lips of the veterans themselves. They told of those 
memorable army days that recall the refrain we've often 
heard our Comrades sing in ringing tones, “We'll nee’r forget 
those days, my boys, when you and I were young”. 

Comrades and Sons joined in an unforgetable memorial 
program conducted by our leader, Col. Bauer, and held in the 
Hall of Flags, State House, Boston, May 29th. With Gov. 
Saltonstall and Col. U. S. Grant, 3rd, to pay vocal tribute and 
5 Comrades to reverently place a wreath under the  battle- 
stained flags they had followed, their companions-in-arms and 
our revered fathers were thus impressively remembered. 
Station WEEI cooperated generously with specially connected 
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transmission facilities and enabled listeners far and near to 
hear the program for one-half hour. 

Other notable programs were an observance of Sheridan's 
victory at Cedar Creek, when Past Dept. Commander John E. 
Bronson gave his interesting reminiscences; a John G. 
Whittier birthday tribute from WORL studio came when your 
chairman interviewed Mrs. Phoebe Grantham, a cousin of the 
patriot poet; Abraham Lincoln was remembered on his birth- 
day in a most appropriate eulogy by Editor F. Lauriston 
Bullard of the Boston Herald, in a WEEL program — that 
featured also the famous orchestra of Charles Hector. 

Although radio time proved somewhat more difficult to 
secure when we sought opportunities to commemorate special 
Civil War characters and events, still we have succeeded, with 
the expense only of writing the scripts for the dramas men- 
tioned above, without further cost to bring to listeners a con- 
siderable number of reminders of the meaning and importance 
of our brave Union volunteers’ glorious services. 

Lack of music of the Civil War period that could be broad- 
cast has for some time been a serious handicap to the Commit- 
tee’s efforts. Our alert Auxiliary officers learning of — this 
drawback, got busy and from groups within their Order the 


Committee thas received funds to correct the situation by the 
purchase of phonograph records. We gratefully acknowledge 
contributions from these groups: — Southeastern Past Presi- 


dents Association, Every Ready Sewing Circle and Worcester 
County Association 


We report another hero story dramatic series being well 
along in preparation for presentation by the end of this month. 
his new series promises to tell even better than was told during 
the two previous series about the real Boy in Blue, what he did, 
what he dared for the flag he loved. 

» Our Commander-in-Chief, Dr. Ralph R. Barret has shown 
his interest in this Committee's efforts by the following word 
recently received: “It surely is a fine thing to do and I con- 
gratulate you on your efforts to let the people know about the 
Sons’ cause,” ‘ 

We tender our sincere thanks to him and all members, 
associates and friends who have been helpful as we have labored 
together to place our beloved Order and its cause where it will 
win wider recognition in our communities. 

Respectfully submitted, 
H. HARDING HALE 
FRED E, WARREN 
HUGH C. \MacDONALD 
Department Radio Committee 
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On motion of E. G. Wells, 9, it was voted to accept report 
of Radio Committee and report be filed. 

At this time greetings committee from the G.A.R. was 
received , The committee, Comrades George A. Alden and 
Gilbert D. Streeter spoke interestingly and were appropriately 
responded to by Frank A. Sandland, Commander of Camp 17. 

Brother Louis ‘E. Winchell read report of Department 
Council and submitted 1940-41 budget. 


Report of Department Council 


Proposed Budget for 1940 — 1941. Submitted by the 
Department Couneil for consideration by the Encampment: 


Estimated Receipts 


Per capita tax on 3,700 members at 80c .... 
Membership fees on 100 members at $1.00 .. 
Interest from Permanent Fund 
Sale of Supplies 


Rosters 


Salary of Department Secretary 600.00 
Dept. Commander's expenses to Nat’l E 100.00 
Dept. Commander’s travelling expenses 125.00 
i — 5 : 100.00 
Printing 75.00 
Stationer 35.00 
Electric Lights 10.00 
Telephone 3 . ey 92.00 
Office Rent ..... . ? , : 300.00 

.00 

00 
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MIS cAI GORy tM catia gas levccewesens < ciecsnendie + & scarier eee. é since oe 
Badge for, Past Dept. Commander ......0.0+...000 8. 
Radio Broadcasting 65.00 
SUD ComOteLe-salen taste 6.2 «ied 5.¢ 3 wsleeiing = 2 8 se 14S 
Donation to Auxiliary , seine 25 
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Total estimated expenditures..............3...00. $3,590. 
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$3,709. 50 


This suggested budget is recommended as a guide and the 
Council urges adherence thereto as far as possible. 


Respectfully submitted, 
LOUIS E. WINCHELL 
ALBERT. G. WOLFF 
PARKER B. CHANDLER 
Department Council 


On motion of Past Department Commander H. Harding 
Hale it was voted to accept the report of the Council and to 


adopt the budget. 


Credential Committee reported 133 credentials now turned 


in. 


Brother George E, Hunt, chairman of Committee on 


Restoration of Rank asked for discharge of committee as no 
requests for restoration of rank had been received. Request 
granted. : ig fer| fa 


Brother Harry F. Weiler, chairman of Resolutions Com- 


mittee reported no resolutions submitted. 


Commander Murphy of Camp 32 announced that the Town 
of Braintree would observe its 300th anniversary on May 25th 
with a parade and exercises and he hoped that parade might be 


lead by the G.A.R. Veterans with the “Sons” as escort. 


On motion of H. H. Marshall, 56, duly seconded, it was 


voted to take recess until 10 a.m. April 10th. 
Adjourned at 4:20 p.m. é, a 
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SECOND SESSION 
Wednesday, April 10, 1940 at 10 A.M. 


April 10, 1940 


Meeting opened at 10 a.m. by Senior Vice Commander, 
John W. Emery. Prayer by Chaplain. 
Brother Sidney L. Drown presided at the piano. Com- 
mander Bauer arrived immediately with greetings committees. 

_The committees received at this time were: 

Society of 1812 Ladies of the G.A.R. Veterans of 
Foreign Wars — Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War. 
Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans — Phyllis M. Dean, 
Tey. P', Emma S. Warren, Department President. 

The chairmen of these Greetings Committees extended 
congratulations and best wishes from their respective organiza- 
tions. Mrs. Warren brought the best wishes of our Auxiliary 
and Mrs. Dean, in behalf of the Auxiliary presented our De- 
partment with a check for $81.00. 4 

Senior Vice Commander, George Melzart of Maine brought 
greetings from that Department. 


_ Mrs. W. H. Peirce, President of the local chapter of the 
United Daughters of the Confederacy brought greetings and 
good wishes from her organization. ~ ities ; 
Past Commander in Chief, Brother Wm, L Anderson, 
Tepresenting the Commander in Chief, extended greetings of the 
Commandery in Chief, He stressed the need of work among 
the youth and said that we must interest youne men in the work 
of our organization. He reported that he had just come from | 


/ z Py 
the G.A.R. Encampment where only ten Comrades were 


present. 


Past Department Commander Arnold of R.I. Department 
cae Maj. George a. Manx, Commander Massachusetts Dept. 
nited Spanish War Veterans were admitted and escorted to 


the platform. Brother Arnold extended. greetings from the 


Rhode Island Department and Commander Manx from the 
Spanish War Veterans, 


Commander Bauer reSponded to all remaining committees 


as a whole. 


Credential Committee reported 193 voting members. 
Took recess at 11:15 for five minutes. Called to order at 


11:25 a.m. 


Secretary read letter of greeting from Commander Rock- 


wood of New Hampshire Department. 
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The Greetings Committee to our allied organizations re- 
ported pleasant visits made to the several Encampments. Dr. 
E. W. Homan, P.C.-in-C. reported for the G.A.R. Committee; 
P.D.C. Thomas L. Crawford for the Woman's Relief Corps; 
Brother Nathan Rice for the Ladies of the G.A.R.; P.D.C. 
H. H. Hale for the Daughters of Union Veterans; and .D.C. 
Parker B. Chandler for the Auxiliary to the Sons of Union 
Veterans. 

Commander Bauer announced that at the September 
Special Convention, it was voted that when one hundred mem- 
bers signified they would purchase uniforms, that one would 
be adopted. 

Brother Addison ‘A. Quinn, chairman of the Uniform Com- 
mittee announced that he would receive names. 

Commander Bauer stated that a unit of the S. U. V. 
Reserve preferably a cavalry troop would be formed; pense 
would be abcut fifteen dollars per man per year for horse hire 
and instruction. Brother E. G. Wells of Camp 9 has charge 
of the list for those wishing to sign up. 

_ Past Commander Frank E. Miller of Camp 101, West- 
minster, who was the first Commander of the Camp, served 
again in its 25th year and once more in its 50th year and was 
presented to the Encampment and congratulated. He was 
also given a rising vote of appreciation. 

Past Department Commander Parker B. Chandler moved 
that the proceedings of this and succeeding Eneampments be 


printed ninety days after close of each ‘Encampment. Moticn 
carried. 


’ P.C.4n-C. Dr. Homan asked privilege of floor that he 
might register approval of last evening’s exercises and thank all 
contributing to their success. This expression of approval 
Was supported by a rising vote of thanks by the Encampment. 

L. Ee Osborne, 35, asked to make further nominations. 
Permission granted. 

_ Brother Osborne nominated John M. McGlone, 17, for 
Department Council, 

. Brother Leo Hamilton, 17, nominated Earl W. Harrington, 
50, for Department Commander. ‘ 

Brother Wm. G. Packard, 9, stated that Brother Wells 
had agreed to let his name stand for Department Junior Vice 
Commander, 7 

Brother Paul Hoey, 25, nominated Irving Howland, 25 fer 
Junior Vice Commander. 

Department Junior Vice Commander, Scott C. Seigle, ad- 
vocated more visits of Department officers to western Massa- 
chusetts Camps. 
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Brother rnest Cross, 1, extended greetings of first Com- 
mander in Chief, Brother Edwin Earp. 
Brother George H. Hill, 79, moved that recess be taken 
until 1:30 p.m. — Motion carried. 


Reconvened at 1:30 p-m. 


Commander Bauer reminded Camps of desirability of 
keeping list of their Camp activities for submission to the Grant 


Trophy Committee. Department now holds Grant Trophy 
and would like to keep it, 


_ The banners for gain in membership were awarded at this 
time. The Banner for the largest gain in membership went 
to Camp 25 of Worcester which had a net gain of 14 members. 
The Banner for the second largest gain went to Camp 81 of 
Chelsea with a net gain of 7 members. 


_Camps 1 of Lynn; 34 of Wakefield: 105 of Lexington; 116 
of South Hanson; and 148 of Milford were tied for third place. 
cach Camp had a net gain of two. It was decided to let each 
of these Camps hold the third Banner for a part of the year 
and on drawing names, the Banner was awarded as follows: 
Camp 116 of South Hanson to hold it to June; Camp 148 of 
Milford until October: Camp 34 of Wakefield until December; 
Camp, 1 of Lynn until February and Camp 105 of Lexington to 
hold it until next Convention. a 


a] Se es T 7 
2 . C. Fred W. Butler, 104, moved that we obtain three 
new Banners with correct lettering for next year. 


. 
W m. G. Packard, 9, moved amendment to just change 
ettering on present Banners. 


Commander Walker of Camp 1 spoke in favor of keeping 
a Banners as they now are; Past Department Commander 
Vm. O. Fuller spoke in favor of motion. 


Amendment lost. Motion carried unanimously. 


Past Department Commander Brother H. Harding Hale 
spoke at length regarding the use of the term “War Between 
the States” to describe the Civil War and stressed the desira- 
bility of trying to stop use of this expression. He then offered 
the following resolution and moved its adoption: 


That the Department of Massachusetts, Sons of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, deplores the use of the term “War 
between the States”, particularly in public addresses and radio 
broadcasts, and heartily concurs in and endorses a resolution 
unanimously adopted by the Commandery-in-Chief of the Grand 
Army of the Republic, at its national encampment at Rochester, 
New York, in 1934, in which its protest against the use of this 
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term was expressed as follows: “This term [the War between 
the States] is historically and legally incorrect. The states 
did not have the power, under the Constitution to make war. 
- . .. President Lincoln in his Gettysburg address said ‘Now 
we are engaged in a great Civil War’. The accuracy of this 
name cannot be questioned”. This Department not only joins 


in the protest of others, as above stated, but also urges upon 
the press, radio station officials, script writers, sponsors of 
broadcasts and those delivering public addr that the war 
of 1861—1865 be always designated as the Civil War. 


Council member, Brother A. G. Wolff, 89: L. E. Osborne, 
35; and V. L. Gordon, 9 spoke in favor of the motion. 


Brother Wm. G. Packard, 9, offered an amendment that we 
Tequest the Commandery in Chief to use “Civil War” on all 
their orders. Motion carried as amended. 

Past Department Commander Chas. H. E, Moran moyed 
that Recommendation 4B of Department Commander's report, 
“that a joint installation of Department officers . . . to be held 
in June”, be taken from the table. Motion carried. 

Brother Quinn, chairman of Officers’ Reports Committee, 
recommended that we proceed this year as in previous years 
and that incoming Department officers confer with officers of 
the Auxiliary and bring the matter of installation ‘before next 
year's convention for action, and so moved. P.C. George 
H. Hill, 79, and P.D.C. Charles H. 'E. Moran, 60 both spoke 
in favor of the motion, Motion carried. 

Credential Committee reported a total of 228 voting 
members. 

The Hon. Maurice J. Tobin, Mayor of Boston, was 
admitted. He welcomed us to Boston and gave a splendid, 
patriotic address to which P.C.-in-C. Dr. Ernest W. Homan 
responded in his usual happy manner. 


Proceeded to Balloting. 


Treasurer George E, Hunt moved that Senior Vice Com- 
mander, Trustee to G.A.R. Fund and all Delegates up to 38 
be decla 


ted elected. Motion carried. 
A For Tellers, Past Department Commanders Quinn, Moran 
and Charles Bradlee were added to the Credential Committee. 


Da DiG, Wm. O. ‘Fuller moved that the Delegates’ Books 
for next year be divided as follows: Camps I to 35; Camps 36 
to 80; Camps 81 to 161, Motion carried. 

P.C.-in-C, Frank L. Kirchgassner, chairman of Reception 
Committee Teported a good sale of badges and that he expected 
all reception expenses will be taken care of from the receipts. 


The Tellers reported, votes cast 
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For Commander— 


Frederic Gilbert Bauer 144 
Earl W. Harrington 18 
Blanks 14 
Total 176 
For Junior Vice Commander — 
Frank A. Sandland . 92 
Ernest G. Wells 63 
Irving Howlett , 14 
Howard 1 
Wilbur 1 
Blanks Reger. 5 
Total — HRS 
For Council — 
Louis E, Winchell 126 
Albert G. Wolff 128 
John W. Emery 99 
Wm. H. Bridgham 70 
John P. McGlone 21 
The Secretary read the names of officers-elect. The 


Department Commander appointed George E. Hunt Treasurer 
and Leon H. Palmer, Secretary and these officers were installed 
by Past C.-in-C, Frank L. Kirchgassner with the assistance 
of P.C. John B. Farrell of Camp 74 as Guide. 

Brother Kirchgassner presented Department Commander 
Bauer with the Past Department Commander's badge and 
Treasurer Hunt presented him with the usual gift from the 


membership. Both were fittingly acknowledged by Depart- 
ment Commander Bauer. 


The Secretary 
mander Bauer. 


P.D.C. William O. Fuller stated that the Regional 


Association banner was won by the New Hampshire Dept. 


A gift of $2.00 was received from the Woman's Relief 
Corps. 


Closed at 5:10 p.m. 


was then sworn in by Department Com- 


Respectfully submitted, 


LEON H. PALMER 
Department Secretary 
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DELEGATES TO NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT 


Carl W. Thurston camp 9 William P. Hawley camp 12+ 
George A. Derby 5 Rev. Scott C. Seigle 101 
Edward M. Hosmer 59. Henry Dolloff 62 
Fred R. Wells 9 Ernest A. Smith 36 
Ernest G. Wells 9 Albert E. Gates 101 
William G. Packard 9 james E. Rogers 935 
Frank R. Adgurson 104. George FE. Davis F VV 
Allen B. Howland 50 Charles Bradlee 74 
Nelson Towle 62 ‘dward J. McHugh 46 
Sidney L. Drown 80 George C. Holmes 7 
Theodore C. Leutz 56 John P, McGlone 7 
Wilfred H. Libbey 127. Millard F. Brown 35 
Fred W. Butler . 104. Herbert C. Wilbur 84+ 
Thomas W. Cazmay 29 Ralph W. Cartwright, Jr. 84 
George W. Kimball 81 Edgar E. Fenno 101 
John W. Emery 57. Elmer B. Meady 50 
Frank A. Sandland 17. Gordon R. Quindley 50 
Albert G. Wolff 8 William W. Haskell ly 
Thomas J. Murphy 32. George W. Lord 30 


Report of Friendly Relations Committee 


December 6, 1959 
Col. Frederic Gilbert Bauer 
Commander Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Commander; 

DherS: U,V. Friendly Relations Committee submits their 
report; The Banquet of the Allied Orders connected with the 
G.A.R. was held on Saturday evening, November 4th at 14 
Elmwood street, Roxbury. We were honored by the presence 
of five G.A.R. veterans, their transportation being taken care 
of by Sons of Union Veterans. Every seat available was 
taken, many coming who ‘had not made reservations, but the 
caterer served a very large number beyond the guarantee. The 
entertainment was very pleasing to all. Our committee sold 
twenty-seven tickets and paid to the treasurer of the general 
committee twenty-seven dollars, the receipt for which is 
enclosed. The General Committee received £26.99 over all 
expenses and voted to divide it equally among the five organiza- 
tions. iMass. Dept. S.U.V. received $5.38. 

Yours respectfully, 
RALPH L. SMITH 
CHARLES BRADLEE 
Friendly Relations Committee 
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Report of Department Organizer 
Alfred ‘E. Freeman, Camp 11, Whitman 


March 23, 1940 

To Department Commander Frederic Gilbert Bauer and 
Members of the Fifty-eighth Annual Encampment: 

Entering this’ office as I did at a late date to fill out an 

unexpired term, there js little that I have to report in 


the way of activities. My activities have been confined to 
the Camps in my district. I have visited several in this 
section and to date have inspected one, namely Camp 67. I 


have offered my services to all of these Camps and stand 
ready at any time to do all that I can for them and the benefit 
and upbuilding of our honored Order which is, I believe, in 
great need of assistance if we are to carry on and be recognized 
in the work we are pledged to do. 

I desire at this time to sincerely thank Commander Bauer 
for his considering me for this office and assure him that my 
services are always his to command. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALFRED E. FREEMAN 


Department Organizer 


Report of Department Inspector 
Lawrence D. Riley, Camp 46, Roxbury 
April 5, 1940 


To Frederic Gilbert Bauer, Department Commander, 
Delegates to the 58th Annual Encampment 

Sons of Union Veterans. 

Brothers: 


Of the one ‘hundred twenty-two Camps in the Department, 
seventy have been inspected to date by the District Com- 
manders or in a few instances by members designated A by 
them. Fifty-two Camps. have not been inspected for various 
reasons. Some camps do not seem to be interested in having 
an inspection and do not meet or show any cooperation with 
the Department officers, 

The reports show many Camps to be in excellent con- 
dition, some good, some fair, and some poor. 

The inspection work in most of the districts has been well 
done, some of them completely done. I thank all the District 
Commanders and their assistants for the work performed. 
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It has been a pleasure to serve as a member of the staff 
and 1 appreciate the courtesy of Commander Bauer in so 
designating me as Department Inspector. I also want to 
thank Department Secretary Leon Palmer for his assistance 
and cooperation during the year. 


: Brother Holbrook of the Banner has been very kind in 
giving our department plenty of space and I wish to thank 
him and I would recommend that this Department send him 
our thanks for his kindness. 


It has been a pleasure to work with you, Commander 
Bauer, and I extend to you my best wishes for the coming 
‘years. 

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF CAMP INSPECTIONS 


Number of Camps in Department 122 Respectfully submitted, 
Number of Camps Inspected 70 W. H. LIBBEY 
Percentage of Camps Inspected 582% 


Department Publicity Secretary 
Number of Camps rated 100—95% [Excellent| 
Number of Camps rated 94—90% | Good] 

Number of Camps rated 89—80% [Fair] 

Number of Camps rated 79—70% [Poor] 

Number of Camps rated less than 70% [Very Poor] 
Number of Camps not inspected 


Respectfully submitted, 


LAWRENCE D. RILEY 
Department Inspector 


Report of Department Publicity Secretary 
Wilfred W. Libbey, Camp 127, Westboro 

April 1, 1940 

To Department Commander Bauer and the Members of the 


Fifty-eighth Encampment of the Massachusetts Department 
of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War: 


T have again this year sent all the news possible to the 
ner and to the Military Column of the Boston Globe. 
Much more could be done along this line if the Brothers of 
the various Camps realized its value to their Camp and to the 
Order in general, It is an old saying that “Publicity is the 
life of trade” and that is just as true if applied to a patriotic 
order. I have never had a complaint that too much copy 
Was sent and I am sure that more notices would be very 
acceptable, particularly to the Sunday Globe. 

At wish to thank all who have been so helpful in providing 
me with news and also the Military Editor of the Sunday 
Globe for his part in helping out our Order. 
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